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C1

Recommendations

Recommendations are tabled in section C1 to incorporate both cultural and
archaeological perspectives from the Aboriginal Parties and the technical adviser.

To best describe levels of significance, and appropriate management, a system
of sensitivity zones is used. This is described in Sections B13, and Figure B7.

Recommendation 1: Site VC 5

Site VC 5 has a high degree of archaeological significance and protection of this
significant Aboriginal area is recommended. Protection should be achieved by the
following measures:

¢ Inclusion in Zone Red sensitivity zone;

e The existing track should be closed in the area of Site VC5. A new track
should be prepared in a suitable place no closer than 20 metres from the
extent of Site VC5;

e Alight soil layer should be spread over the existing track ruts through Site
VC5. This should be done manually, so that no further damage in caused
by machinery in the area;

e The area where soil has been placed should be re-vegetated with
seedlings of native plants growing in the local area.

Recommendation 2: Zone of sensitivity requiring monitoring

Zone Yellow incorporates areas that require monitoring. These areas have surface
artefactual material and/or an environmental context that either precludes visibility
or indicates that additional cultural heritage finds could be present. Ground
visibility in all these areas was zero to poor and this thick grass cover may be
masking cultural heritage. It is recommended that monitors be present following
initial vegetation removal and topsoil removal down to a sterile layer and collect any
artefacts material located, whenever development is being undertaken within Zone
Yellow.

Recommendation 3: Zone of sensitivity requiring no further
monitoring

Pink Zones are considered to have little or no potential for further cultural heritage
finds. No monitoring is required for these areas. The agreement should contain
instructions on what actions are required if previously unknown Aboriginal cultural
heritage appears during construction of the project in a Pink Zone.
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Recommendation 4: Collection of Sites VC 1,4, 6 and 7

Artefacts located during the survey at these sites should be collected and
removed to a place of safety agreed to in the Agreement. Collection should be
undertaken in a scientific manner, to protect any scientific values associated with
the Aboriginal cultural heritage. Appropriate reporting of collection strategy,
nature of material collected, and any scientific observations should be provided to
all parties upon completion. Collection should be undertaken by representatives
of the Aboriginal parties and a technical adviser with experience in excavation
techniques.

Recommendation 5: Management of Site VC 1

Site VC 1 is a reduction site that was undisturbed and in situ within a forest
location. It contains potential for further scientific study. It should be mapped
before collection to preserve the spatial distribution of flakes during the reduction
process. Test pitting should be undertaken on this site to recover any smaller
flakes lost during reduction. All sand removed during test pitting should be sieved,
to maximize retrieval of all flakes. Collection should be undertaken in a scientific
manner, to protect any scientific values associated with the Aboriginal cultural
heritage. Appropriate reporting of collection strategy, nature of material collected,
and any scientific observations should be provided to all parties upon completion.
Collection should be undertaken by representatives of the Aboriginal parties and
a technical adviser with experience in excavation techniques.

Recommendation 6: Management of Site VC 6

Location of accommodation units is planned to impact directly on Site VC 6. The
site has already been disturbed by previous land clearing, and it is likely that
scientific values have been largely or entirely compromised. It is recommended
that a series of test pits be dug across the surface of the site to determine
whether there is sub surface material, to test whether or not scientific values are
still present, and whether there is any levels of sub-surface deposition in the
areas of shell density. If scientific values are present, then the site should be
mitigated in accordance with recommendations made in Recommendation 5
above. If no or low scientific values are present, then collection of any Aboriginal
cultural heritage is all that is required. Artefacts located during the survey along
with any other surface artefacts that have become visible should be collected and
removed to a place of safety agreed to by the parties in the Agreement. It is
further recommended that this area should be monitored during any earthworks.
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Recommendation 7: Storage of artefacts

All Aboriginal cultural heritage collected from sites during mitigation work, and
during any monitoring should be removed from the areas where present and
future development is planned.

QRE should nominate a place within the study area where no construction and
landscaping is planned for the life of the project. This place should be suitable for
the receiving Aboriginal cultural heritage, i.e., it will not affected by floods,
cyclonic impacts, creeks, landscaping, etc. The position of this place should be
acceptable to the Aboriginal Parties.

The Act provides the Aboriginal Parties with the right to choose an appropriate
management regime for collected Aboriginal cultural heritage. If they wish to
return the collected Aboriginal cultural heritage material to the study area, then it
should be deposited at the place nominated by QRE, and agreed to by them.

Recommendation 8: Use of native trees in plantings

The Aboriginal Parties wish to see landscape plantings that reflect local flora
habitats. This recommendation aims to protect the overall cultural significance of
Curtis Island and help retain its environmental balance.

Recommendation 9: Acknowledgement of Native Title Claimants

The Aboriginal Parties request that acknowledgment of the ‘Old People’ as the
ancestors of the modern PCCC people and other information regarding cultural
land use and practices could be included in the proposed development. This
could be done through appropriate signage, and/or by the use of names provided
by the Aboriginal Parties for streets or other features of the development.

Recommendation 10: Future access

The Aboriginal Parties wish to maintain access to the area, in particular VC 5. It
is recommended that agreement be reached over protocols of access to this site,
and this should be included in the Agreement.
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